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History and background
• ERA Progress Report including ERA Monitoring Mechanism based 

on a set of 24 indicators (EMM) announced in 2012 ERA 
Communication and Council conclusions

• Status: report to the Council and European Parliament

• First two editions in 2013 and 2014

• Complex ERA survey and heavy administrative burden. 

• ERAC Opinion and Council conclusions on EMM/Roadmap (2015):

• Survey has its limits, use existing data;

• Improve EMM in close cooperation with Member States, ERA 
related groups and Stakeholders Organisations;

• Integrate ERA headline indicators with future monitoring of 
ERA Progress.

• Third edition 2016 and today fourth edition 2018
3



ERA Progress Report 2018

Four elements:

• Main report based on eight headline 

EMM indicators

• Technical Report by PPMi and Science-

Metrix. Emphasis on last 2 years since 

previous report. Desk research and 

interviews with ERA stakeholders. 

• 32 Country Profiles including an 

analysis of 28 National Action Plans

• Monitoring handbook including 

definitions and description of indicators
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Monitoring Methodology (2016-2018)

Technical Report PPMi/Science-Metrix:

• 24 EMM-indicators (output, input, outcome for 
each ERA-priority)

• Tables scores short term and long term growth
rates grouped in four clusters

• Desk research: NAP's, National Strategies, RIO 
& OECD reports, EU Semester Analysis, EU 
Innovation Scoreboard

• 73 interviews with RPO's and RFO's and 
Stakeholders Organisations Platform

• Qualitative data analysis
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Example ERA Prio 2a: Map of transnational cooperation 2016
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Example: Austrian Country Profile
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Main findings and policy messages

• Overall progress in implementing ERA since 
2016 continues but at a slower pace. 

• 24 Member States and 4 Associated Countries 
have adopted NAPs for the period 2015-2020. 
Majority of NAPs are structured according to 
the six ERA priorities

• Progress according to certain indicators has 
recently been slowing down and disparities 
between countries remain
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«Alerts» per ERA priority

1 Better alignment of stakeholders’ R&I strategies needed

2a More impact-oriented EU R&I partnership landscape

2b More cooperation and synchronization of national 
procedures 

3 Large gaps still exist between MS in terms of career 
attractiveness for researchers

4 Progress on gender is slow and uneven across the ERA

5a Transfer of results research to market & closer 
collaboration  industry and academia still to be promoted

5b Despite progress, obstacles to Open Access remain, 
including the varying degrees of rule enforcement

6 Facilitate international brain circulation by creating a more 
diverse set of incentives
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Next steps 

Implementation of the ERA Council Conclusions:

• EMM indicators should be reviewed and improved 
– next ERA Progress Report 2020

• Development of a monitoring tool that would 
accommodate the different national roadmaps

• Evaluation of ERA roadmap 2015-2020 as kind of 
ERA policy-making tool

• Better articulate ERA National Action Plans with 
the European Semester
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For the complete report:

• See: https://ec.europa.eu/info/research-and-
innovation/strategy/era/progress-report_en
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